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The Civilian Health and Medical Program of the Department of 
Veterans Affairs (CHAMPVA) is a federal health care benefits program. 
VA shares the cost of certain health care services and supplies with 
eligible beneficiaries or Veterans. Veterans Health Administration (VHA) 
processes CHAMPVA applications and medical claims, determines 
eligibility and authorizes benefits.

CHAMPVA



CHAMPVA Eligibility

You may only be eligible for health care through CHAMPVA if you don’t qualify for TRICARE and at least one of 
these descriptions is true for you.

At least one of these must be true:

• You’re the spouse or child of a Veteran who’s been rated permanently and totally disabled for a service-
connected disability by a VA regional office, or

• You’re the surviving spouse or child of a Veteran who died from a VA-rated service-connected 
disability, or

• You’re the surviving spouse or child of a Veteran who was at the time of death rated permanently and 
totally disabled from a service-connected disability, or

• You’re the surviving spouse or child of a service member who died in the line of duty, not due to 
misconduct (in most of these cases, family members qualify for TRICARE, not CHAMPVA).

Program of Comprehensive Assistance for Family Caregivers

• Primary Family Caregivers participating in Veterans Affairs’ (VA) Program of Comprehensive Assistance 
for Family Caregivers (PCAFC) may be eligible for healthcare through this program if not otherwise 
entitled to care or services under another health-plan contract, including but not limited to TRICARE, 
Medicare, or Medic aid. Through this program, the cost of some of your health care services and 
supplies are covered. This is called cost-sharing.



If I am eligible for Medicare, am I still eligible for CHAMPVA? 
• If you have CHAMPVA and qualify for Medicare at any age you must have both Medicare Part A and B to 

continue your CHAMPVA eligibility.

If I am turning age 65, do I have to apply for CHAMPVA again even though I had done so before? 
• Yes, but the application process is much easier. Ninety days before your 65th birthday, CHAMPVA will 

contact you by mail with instructions. You will be asked to complete a VA Form 10-7959c, CHAMPVA 
Other Health Insurance (OHI) Certification https://www.va.gov/find forms/about-form-10-7959c/, and 
you will need to provide a copy of your Medicare card.

Can I use a VA Medical Center (VAMC) to obtain my care if I am Medicare eligible? 
• No. CHAMPVA beneficiaries with Medicare cannot use a VAMC because Medicare will not pay the 

medical center for the services it provides. If you are currently being seen at a VAMC, but will become 
entitled to Medicare soon, you will need to find a different provider.
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